336 Acknowledgements

hard, PD Dr. Thomas Pruschke, and PD Dr. Michael Potthoff. I thank Dr. N. Tong for providing details on his method for treating the Mott transition and Dr. Marcelo Rozenberg for making some QMC solutions available.

Extra thanks go to Georg Keller, Carsten Knecht, and Dr. Marcus Kollar and, in particular, to Dr. Karsten Held, PD Dr. Reinhard Noack, and Prof. Dr. Peter van Dongen for carefully reading draft versions of parts of this thesis and for providing valuable comments.

Finally, very special thanks are due to my parents and to Birgit and Stefanie.